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ground from under their own feet; and, as Bishop Enea
Silvio knew quite well, that was precisely what had been
intended. The Lord Calixtus P.P. II disclaimed any obliga-
tion of paying His predecessor's debts, having other uses
for five-and-twenty thousand ducats; and the question of
Caesar's rights to nominate to bishoprics, and to have a
share of the tithe about to be raised for the Crusade, should
be considered in due season, said the Pope to the Orators.
Meanwhile the Eternal City was engaged in making
ready for war. Immediately after His coronation, the Lord
Calixtus P.P. Ill privately proclaimed the Crusade. In
August, He made the same proclamation in public con-
sistory, and read the following vow: "We, Calixtus the
Pontiff, swear to God Almighty, the Holy and Undivided
Trinity/ that We relentlessly will follow the Turks, the
enemies of the Name of Christ, with war, with maledic-
tions, with interdicts, with execrations, and indeed with
every means in Our power." (Ciacconi II., 981.) This oath
in holograph, was constantly before the Pope's eyes during
His pontificate, and was found hanging on the wall by His
bedside as an ornament of His chamber when at length
He died.
The infirmities of age chained the Pontiff to His room:
recreation was to Him a thing unknown, for the business
of the Crusade consumed His energies. His firm and unre-
lenting will, set upon this single aim, would brook no
control, no influence. He knew Himself to be the "Ruler
of the World/' and He shut His mouth down fast against
all opposition. To the quarrelsome sovereigns of Christen-
dom He envoyed ablegates charged to reconcile all differ-
ences, to urge the setting aside of private squabbles, of
petty ambitions, in favour of the greater necessity, re-
sistance to and annihilation of the Muslim Infidel Through
every Christian country He sent Apostolic Missionaries,
curial bishops and prelates, friars and monks renowned